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      Pleasant  MEMORIES  

    

Beaver Lake Squadron Historian Mary McAllister 

(Right) presents a Memory Book of articles and pic-

tures to Karen Kreeger as a memento of the year that 

her husband, Walter Kreeger, was Commander from 

March 2002 to March 2003.  Karen has been a long 

time supporter of our squadron and has been a most 

gracious hostess for the many October Fests held at 

the Kreeger Ranch. Karen and daughter Carrie were 

welcome guests at the April dinner meeting.             

P/C Kreeger crossed the bar in December 2009. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BEAVER LAKE 

16 MAY, 1987 - 2010 

 By Secretary/Historian Mary McAllister 

The Beaver Lake Sail & Power Squadron will soon cele-

brate another birthday.   

In the spring of 1983, Bill Wanamaker and Al Honey-

well rescued fisherman, Jim McDowell, from 40 degree 

water on Lake Taneycomo, Missouri.                              

These events convinced Al there was a need for safe 

boating education in Northwest Arkansas. 

The USPS Governing Board approved the NWAR divi-

sion petition for Squadron status on 16 May, 1987.  Be-

ginning with thirty-six members, our two remaining 

charter members are Jan Muetzel and Julian Rolandelli . 

Addendum notes: Beaver Lake has been fortunate in 

that no commander has been called upon to repeat a 

command year.  In the 23 years since our chartering 

eight Commanders have crossed the bar, thirteen in-

cluding our present Commander, are very active within 

the squadron and the district. Two reside in other areas 

of the United States. 

 



 Meetings. Programs & Boating Activities 
Admin Officer, Lt/C Judy Rice (judyplease@yahoo.com)  

 Meeting & Program Chs: AnnaLee and Kas Taylor .               
Ph:  470-925-4104,  or e-mail:  ozarkkas@hughes.net 
Please note: Dinner meeting times: 1800 (6.P.M.) Social Hour, 
    Eat at 1900 (7 P.M.), Business/Speaker at 8 P.M.  

  The Past Commanders Brunch -1 May: They came, 

they cooked, they ate—and it was soooo GOOD.  All the 

local P/Cs (except one) gave a good accounting of their 

talents from the light as air pan cakes with lots of syrup, to 

the golden scrambled eggs, sausage patties, ham, fruit 

bowl, orange juice and the extra fortified hot coffee, of 

which there was plenty.  The camaraderie nearly raised the 

roof of the shelter house at Rocky Branch and a good time 

was had by all.  New Members Ray VanSycle and wife 

Cheri were welcomed.                                                       

The morning turned out PERFECT!              

11 May Dinner Meeting: Rolando’s, 224 South 2nd St in 

Rogers.  Cash bar.  Price: $15 inc. entrée, beverage, tax & 

tip. Choice of Pollo Bohemio, Lula’s Enchiladas, Cubano 

Platter with chicken or rst beef, or Jose Quesidillas with 

chicken or pork. Program by the Director of the NWA 

Chapter of the American Red Cross. 

22 May-Vessel Safety Checks at Rt 12 Bridge. Bring 

your boat, get your sticker, and be ready to make 

waves. Inspection from 1000 to 1400 in the Parking Lot 

at the West end of the Rt 12 Bridge.  Enjoy a Gourmet 

HOT Dog by chef Bob McAllister and a coke while hav-

ing your boat inspected for all the right stuff. 

 

28 May,  Finally, the first TGIF of the Season.  

At the Rolandellis, by land : 26 Bracebridge Rd is, one 

mile east of the Rt 12 bridge, turn L on to Village Rd, 2nd 

Left to Riviera, next right to Bracebridge.  # 26 with cir-

cular drive at end of road.  Park in circular drive not on 

road.  Or by sea: N36°20.19 ,W93°59.04 will get you to 

the back yard. The dock is empty, 8’ wide, or tie up either 

side.  BYOB and something for the table. Time 1700 till-  

  

5 June  Half - Moon Picnic & Campout                   
A fun on-the-lake event is planned- A half-moon picnic 

and camp out on Chambers Island, also known to Bea-

ver Lakers as 'Lost Dog Beach'.  Plan to meet at the north 

side of Chambers Island (GPSð Lat 36° 21.10N,  Lo 93°

54.72W)  at 1700.  Chambers Island is directly north of 

Rocky Branch marina.  We will have a grill available so 

bring your own meat,( i.e. hotdogs, hamburgers) and also a 

dish to share. You will need to bring your own place set-

ting and beverages.  And donôt forget your camera!!!                                                            

                                               (Continued next column.)      . 

 

 

Those who like may campout or sleep on their 

sailboat, pontoon, or cruiser.  (Donôt forget to 

bring something for breakfast if staying the 

night)   There is deep-water anchorage right off 

the beach.  For those who would rather óanchor 

outô,  we will have a shuttle boat available for 

you to get to shore.                                                                      

If you want to attend this event and need a boat 

ride, contact Deanne Mayer (Cell: 936-4352 or 

Email: klassi1@yahoo.com ) or Bob 

McAllister at  361-2192 , e-mail: maryand-

bobmc@cox.net  This should be a fun 
event so DONôT MISS IT!   

25 June: TGIF at the Colliers dock 

 

10 July,  ELK RIVER FLOAT TRIP            

The Elk River float trip will be Saturday, 
July 10, 2010.  Plan to take a leisurely canoe 
or kayak trip with us.   We will meet at Big 
Elk camp ground in Pineville, Missouri at 
9:30 a.m. with plans to leave the camp 
ground at 10:00.  Stop at the office as you 
enter and rent the equipment you prefer.  
Bring sack lunch and several beverages as 
we will have lunch on the river.   A type II 
PFD is provided but you may want to bring 
your own.                                                          
Website :   
www.BigElkCampground.com           
will provide you with equipment 
rental prices and driving directions .  
We will need a head count by June 15 for 
reservations.  For any other questions, con-
tact Robert or Mary McAllister @ 479 -361-
2192. 

 

Other Dates to make Note of:  

23 July—TGIF at Oswalds 

14 Aug— Poster Judging @ the Steak-O-Rama 

27 August –TGIF at Taylors 

9 Nov— BLSPS Change of Watch 

7 Dec—  Squadron Christmas Party 

 

The Beaver Lake Bearings is the Official publication of the Bea-

ver Lake Sail & Power Squadron.  Information is freely provided 

and edited for space and correction of content.  Articles without 
By-lines may be attributed to the editor.  Opinions expressed are 

those of the writer and not official comment of USPS.                                                                    

Editor: P/C Elsie Rolandelli, AP, d31prolc@cox.net                              

26 Bracebridge Rd, Rogers, AR 72756          479-925-2855 



New Members Learn About Squadron.                       

    The New Member Orientation on April 1 7 tuned out to 

be far more successful than anticipated.  Mary Jean Kip-

penbrock had contacted all those who had become mem-

bers within the past two years. Accepting invitations were 

Bill and Edna Rosse, Ray Bittner, Mike Buckingham, 

Judy Rice, Bill an Lisa Clough with grand-daughter Jade,  

April and Rick Olsen. We were sorry that Jim and Alice 

Spellman, Harold Bemis, Lisa Myers, Van Grosclos, 

Mark Hawkins, and the Wellanders  were unable to make 

this informative session. Along with the Cdr, the Bridge 

and Exec Com, long time members Kate and P/C Gene 

Gravelle arrived with a hot and hardy cooker full of baked 

beans. P/C John Nelson and Tom Kippenbrock helped 

with the introductions and made everyone feel welcome.            

P/C Bob Baureis did a yeomanôs job in organizing the  

presentations by The Cdr, Nancy Gibson, the XO, Susan 

Unger, the EdO Byron Lake, the AO Judy Rice, and  

Membership Ch Julian Rolandelli.  Mary McAllister gave 

a good accounting of the Secretaryôs dept.  Merit Marks 

were explained by Susan Unger and P/D/C Tom Unger 

undertook and explanation of the District and National 

Organization.  Your Editor rambled on about anything and 

everything including whatôs ñIn the Bearingsò.  

   The 2010 edition of the USPS Operations Manual is 

available on line, on a DVD or by ordering a hard copy 

from National Hqts.   In ñthe Bookò is everything  mem-

bers would want to know about the organization they have 

joined  and a little bit more, too!.  

Sgd Bnll`mcdqôr Knf
by Nancy Gibson, AP                               
Our guest speaker for the April Meeting was Flip Put-

thoff, Outdoor Editor for the Morning News.  He had 

recently taken a 6 day canoe float trip down the Buf-

falo River, camping on the many gravel beaches along 

the way.  The photography of the river, vegetation and 

limestone cliffs was beautiful.  Flip's presentation was 

as lively as his weekly column and might even have 

inspired some to try such a trip.  

Our annual vessel safety check will be held May 22 at 

the Highway 12 Bridge boat launch ramp.  Bring your 

boat or simply bring a chair.  Sit and visit and watch 

Bob McAllister cook those free hot dogs weõll be giving 

away with each boat inspection. 

Sgd Bnll`mcdqôr Knf+(cont.)      

Donõt forget about the USPS National poster 

contest.  Ages 6-14 years can participate so en-

courage your grandchildren to enter.  Posters 

will be due and judged near the end of May and 

at the Steak-O-Rama  on 14 August .  The slo-

gan is a mouthful, òwater smarts-boat safe and 

clean.ó  The poster title can be changed as long 

as it relates to the same idea.  Example: show a 

person in a boat wearing a life vest and label it 

òBoat Safelyó.  Use bright colors and print the 

title large enough to be seen from a distance.  

Poster paper must be cut 15óX20ó or 14óX22ó.  

The picture can be made vertically or horizon-

tally.  The Poster is judged more for the idea 

conveyed than for the art work.  Letõs have a 

good showing from Beaver lake. 

           Birthdays wishes to 

Kip Powers ñ May 6  

Susan Myers ñ May 16 

Bill Engman ñ May 16 

Lilian Bern ñ May 22 

Anna Lee Taylor ñ May 23 

And a little Scuttlebutt:                                      

P/C Gene Gravelle wished that he had something 

really special to give his 1stMate.  Unfortunately   

the U.S. Mint just wouldnôt  part with one of their 
gold bars. It sure would have made for a very  

impressive     50th Wedding Anniversary       

on April 23rd.   Best wishes to you both.  

 P.S. Kate asked for an expensive piece of pottery 

making equipment.  



Byron Lake,  P/C, EO and helper to all. 

Byron Lake was born on June 5, 1936, in Watonga, 

Oklahoma,  the oldest of four children; one brother 

and two sisters. His parents were wheat and cattle 

farmers in Northwest Oklahoma.  Byronôs mother of 

94 years and one sister are still living. 

   During high school Byron was a member of the 

FFA live stock judging team.  After graduation in 

1954 he attended Oklahoma State University  and 

earned  a  BS and MS degree in Agronomy-crop 

production.      

  He is a past member of Oklahoma National Guard, 

45th Division, tank training. 

   Byron proposed to and married his love, the for-

mer Betty Strickland, on August 28, 1976 at Lub-

bock, Texas.  

   Byronôs career began in 1961 with Stauffer Agri-

cultural Chemical Company, and he retired in 1998 

after 37 years in the Agricultural Chemical Research 

and Development.  During his career he lived in Mt. 

View, San Jose, and Navato, California as well as in 

Greenville, MS.,  Houston, TX., and  in Goldsboro, 

NC.  Byron noted that he ñmanaged to stay em-

ployed even with a total of seven different take-over 

companies.ò  The United States was not the only 

country to benefit from his research.  He  partici-

pated in Agriculture Chemical research in Europe,  

South Africa,  Brazil,  Argentina and  Japan focusing 

on corn and rice herbicides.   

   As a Biological Department Manager for Agricul-

tural Chemical Discovery he was awarded 3 patents 

in research and development of company products. 

He retired as a global Corn Herbicide Specialist for 

Zeneca Ag Products.  

    Byron is currently employed by Lowes in Benton-

ville as Product Service Associate. A job he thor-

oughly enjoys.  Plus, he is our full time Educational 

Officer, organizing, teaching, and testing for all the 

courses offered by the Beaver Lake Squadron.  

   Byronôs  advice to Power Squadron members: 

ñGet involved in the Squadron activities, as your ex-

pertise is needed and appreciated.ò 

   His advice to new members: ñEnroll in the various 

classes available and squadron activities.ò   

    Beaver Lake Education News: 

   The USPSðABC class had itôs electronic glitches 

at the very start but the nine registered students were a 

quick study and expressed an interest in further boat-

ing courses. 

  Before the tests were even handed out BLSPS had 

two new members: Raymond VanSykle, his wife 

Cheri and daughter Nova.   They live in Stillwell, OK 

but plan to boat on Beaver Lake with their trailerable 

sail boat. (Ah, those sailors!)                                             

Rebecca and Matthew Williamson also want to learn 

more about sailing, and Jerry and Susana Cook along 

with daughters Shelby and Christa would like to know 

more about plying the waters of the USA. 

The EO, Byron Lake,JN, says, ñThe Educational De-

partment is encouraging ALL  members who havenôt 

taken the Seamanship Course to enroll in this 

summer class. The number of students will determine 

the Time and Place . This is an excellent course to get 

you out of the dock and back home on time for dinner.

( It’s also a good way to learn some of the tricks that 

are buried in Beaver Lake ).  Whether you are captain 

or crew this is a must course for you. 

The Sailing Course is scheduled to begins on 26 

August as the winds are more reliable in September 

and October. As you recall, this course will include on 

the water training. Seasoned sailors, John Nelson and 

Len Oswald will be the classroom and on-the- water 

instructors.  Space will be limited to number of boats 

and instructors available.  

 An Instructor Development Course is being 

planned to encourage more participation (and some 

relief, as some of the instructors are plumb worn- out) 

in teaching the many and varied USPS courses. The 

mysteries of  how to use electronic and manual equip-

ment will be revealed. The spontaneity of personal 

experience will be explored and how to keep every 

one wide awake will be demonstrated.   This class  

will show the use of the Power Point computer pro-

gram. A large class is expected,  so sign up soon. 

For any courses information, please contact 

Byron Lake at bhlake1@cox.net, or phone, 

633-2121 or 925-4036. 

  

mailto:bhlake1@cox.net

