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Ahoy all ye new members…. 

ARE YOU READY? 

To learn more than you ever wanted to about 

this organization called the Beaver Lake Sail 

and Power Squadron?   

No excuses, all have been given sufficient no-

tice and are expected at Len and Geri Oswald’s 

home for an exceptional day of Fraternity, food, 

fun and even some frivolity. (Nice ―f‖ words.) 

           Don’t be Late.  Mark the Date! 

        Saturday, 17 April—rain or shine! 

Please respond to Mary Jean and let her know 

that you will be able  to participate in the day’s 

activities. Her cell phone is: 841-3041 or a 

quick e-mail to: maryjkipp@hotmail.com. 

P/C Bob Baureis has told the Bridge ―cooks‖ to 

prepare for a ―crowd‖.    

Growing Season has Begun              

by Lt/C Susan Unger, JN, Executive Officer 

   Spring has finally sprung! It was a long winter but 

we survived and are now in that wonderful time of 

growth and renewal. The same thing might also be 

said of USPS. The last few years have not been good 

ones for our organization. However, USPS has taken a 

hard look at how it operated, chucked a lot of baggage 

and now stands poised to return to growth. 

    How do we grow our organization? Most people 

join USPS for the education but they stay for the fel-

lowship. Our educational offerings are top notch and 

beginning this year we can offer any of our courses to 

the public. The courses include the grade courses 

( seamanship, piloting, etc.), the elective courses, the 

seminars and the boat operator certification. The edu-

cational department will be emphasizing hands-on, 

skill based, on-the-water training and returning to 

what we do best – training boaters. The national lead-

ership feels it has removed the shackles making it eas-

ier to offer programs and recruit members.                                                                                 

   It is my belief that BLS&PS members will need to 

become more actively involved in our educational of-

ferings. More of us will need to step up to becoming 

instructors and that includes us gals. A new seminar 

called Partner-in-Command provides essential infor-

mation to replace the skipper of a boat in an emer-

gency. We know who those partners are and a female 

or 10 should be teaching this seminar as well as other 

courses. I will ask our Ed Officer to schedule and In-

structor Development class this summer and will be 

recruiting folks to take it. 

    We also need to take a page from Mary McAllister 

and make an effort to get know our new members. 

Walter Kreeger used to say Mary’s friendliness was 

the reason he joined. I felt the same way toward Lou 

Wiviott. Folks join for the education but they stay for 

the fellowship. Let’s try to do an excellent job of both. 

And thanks to the MembComCh ( Membership Chair-

man) P/D/C Julian Rolandelli for  multi-tasking the 

applications of new members.  The squadron won the 

Membership Growth Award at the recent District 31 

Conference. The squadron also received a certificate 

of recognition for 100% participation in the  USPS 

Educational Fund.  The ―Bearings‖ received an Excel-

lence in Journalism Award.  P/D/C Tom Unger, cur-

rently the District Educational Officer, was recognized 

with the Johnson Meritorious Service Award. 

Ed Note: BLSPS had no delegates to the Spring Con-

ference.  Both Tom and Susan Unger are members of 

the District Bridge and voting members of Council. 



               Meetings and Programs. 
Admin Officer, Lt/C Judy Rice (judyplease@yahoo.com) i 

 Meeting & Program Chs: AnnaLee and Kas Taylor .               
Ph:  470-925-4104,  or e-mail:  ozarkkas@hughes.net 
  

 6 April: Dinner meeting at Johnny Charino’s 

    535 N 46th St ( Scottsdale Center) Rogers 
  Italian buffet with 2 entrees: Country Tuscan Pasta 

with five meats and Lemon rosemary Chicken; garden 

salad, bread/roll, water.  Cash Bar. 

 Price:$14 inc tax and tip, beverages not included.. 

 Program: Flip Putthoff of the NWA Morning News 

 

Do Not forget what’s happening on 17 April (see pg.1) 

 

1 May: The Past Commanders Annual “Thank You” 

Pancake Brunch.  Come one, come ALL.  This is the 

annual (no charge, as in free) Past Commanders way of 

saying,  “Thank you, members of Beaver Lake Squad-

ron, for your help and support.” Keep and eye on the 

lake levels so that you can come by boat to the Day Use 

Area at Rock Branch Park.  Come hungry. 

Usually the fires start at 0900 and the pancakes are 

ready at 1000.  There’ll be plenty to eat.  

               Did I mention to Come Hungry. 

  

11 May Dinner Meeting: Rolando’s, 224 South 2nd St in 

Rogers.  Cash bar.  Price: $15 inc. entrée, beverage, tax & 

tip. Choice of Pollo Bohemio, Lulaôs Enchiladas, Cubano 

Platter with chicken or rst beef, or Jose Quesidillas with 

chicken or pork. Program by the Director of the NWA 

Chapter of the American Red Cross. 

 

22 May VSCs at Rt 12 Bridge. Bring your boat, get 

your sticker, and be ready to make waves.                    

See the XO to help out. Inspection from 1000 to 1400 in 

the Parking Lot at the West end of the Rt 12 Bridge  

 

28 May,  Finally, the first TGIF of the Season.  

At the Rolandellis, by land  - 26 Bracebridge Rd, one mile 

east of the Rt 12 bridge, turn L  on to Village, 2nd Left to 

Riviera, next right to Bracebridge.  # 26 with circular 

drive at end of road.  Park in circular drive not on road.  

Or by sea,  the dock is empty, 8’ wide, or tie up either side.  

BYOB and something for the table. Time 1700 till- ? 

  

5 June, Chambers Island Evening Picnic and watch the 

moon rise over the lake.  Arrive by 5. Light the fires, eat at 

1800 and then enjoy the evening.  Bring a camera. 

25 June: TGIF at the Colliers dock 

23 July: TGIF  

27 August: TGIF  at Taylors dock ( check lake levels)   

           Beaver Lake Offers              
Americaôs Boating Course 

Educational Department Report           

P/C Byron Lake, SEO  

 An American Boating Course is scheduled 

for April 8 in the Beaver Aviation facility at 

the Rogers Airport. The cost of the course is 

$27.00 and will last 4 weeks with the fourth 

week being dedicated to the exam.  

    Course work for the Weather Course is 

completed and exams are underway. Five stu-

dents took their exams on Thursday, March 

25.  A schedule for the class members who 

have not taken the test is being worked out. 

   A recent decision by the USPS Headquar-

ters is make all courses available for public 

presentation.  In other words, one does not 

have to be a member to take a course. De-

pending how involved the Squadron wants to 

be in offering courses to the public will re-

quire available instructors. 

   Listed below are seminar courses available 

for Squadron members as well as for the pub-

lic. These courses could be presented at 

Squadron meeting or at other arranged times. 

Input from the members is requested for the 

courses they may wish to take. As with all 

educational courses, instructors are necessary 

for presentation.  

 Advanced Powerboat Handling,   Anchoring, 

Basic Coastal Navigation  

 Boat Handling under Power  

 Boating on Rivers,   Locks and Lakes ,  

How to Use a Chart,        Hurricanes and Boats, 

Knots, Bends & Hitches,     Marine RADAR ,  

Mariner's Compass,           Mastering the Rules 

of the Road,        Onboard Weather Forecasting , 

Paddle Smart,     Partner in Command,          

Sail Trim and Rig Tuning,       Trailering Your 

Boat,                   Using GPS  

           Using VHF & VHF/DSC Marine Radio 

 

The Beaver Lake Bearings is the Official publication of the Bea-

ver Lake Sail & Power Squadron.  Information is freely provided 

and edited for space and correction of content.  Articles without 
By-lines may be attributed to the editor.  Opinions expressed are 

those of the writer and not official comment of USPS.                                                                    

Editor: P/C Elsie Rolandelli, AP, d31prolc@cox.net                              

26 Bracebridge Rd, Rogers, AR 72756          479-925-2855 

http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/adv_powerboat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/anchoring.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/basic_coastal_nav.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/boat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/brll.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/chart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/hurricanes.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/knots.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/radar_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/mariners_compass.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/master_rules.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/master_rules.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/paddlesmart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/pic.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/sail_trim_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/trailering.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/trailering.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/gps_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm


   Then life moved on an took a turn again, I went after 

another goal—learning to sail! In 1998, I received cer-

tification in Basic coastal sailing from the American 

Sailing Association and then rented a boat whenever it 

was possible.  Since I was already living in Arkansas, 

I started looking for some boating activities. About 

that time, as luck would have it, I found an article in 

the Morning News about a class in Seamanship that 

was being offered by the Beaver Lake Power Squad-

ron.  I took the class and became a member of the 

Squadron.  I’m so fortunate to have been able to make 

contributions to the BLSPS over these years and to 

count so many members as friends. 

 Hobbies:  Boating, hiking, reading, cooking, and en-

joying my family. 

 

 25 Years of Help, Interest and Support. 

   Three members of the Beaver Lake Sail and Power 

Squadron were officially recognized at the USPS Na-

tional meeting in Florida for 25 years of service and 

membership.  As they were unable to attend the Flor-

ida meeting the recognition ceremony and awards 

were presented at the District 31 Spring Conference—

even though Winter weather prevailed.    

Those honoured with USPS Life Membership were    

P/C Larry Shade, AP, who joined OKC Power 

Squadron in 1981;   Linda Shade, AP, also a 

member of OKC in 1981 and  Janice Muetzel, AP 
who joined the NWA Div of the Tulsa Power Squad-

ron in 1985.  Jan is one of the two remaining charter 

members of the Beaver Lake Squadron. 

Life Membership signifies that a person has been a 

member for 25 years and has 25 Merit Marks.  

    Congratulations! and  a Sincere “Thank You” 

 

 

 

Anne Easterly’s Warm Smile Captures All. 

As told by Anne Easterly. 

   I was born on June 2nd, quite a number of years ago, 

and I had the privilege of growing up on Galveston 

Island, Texas.  My home was within walking distance 

of the beach, so sand and surf were part of my 

life.  There are so many happy memories of walking 

barefoot on the beach, jumping the waves, feeding the 

seagulls, enjoying picnics on the beach with my fam-

ily.  Occasionally, we would take a ride on the Galves-

ton-Bolivar Ferry and I still remember the excitement 

of seeing the lighthouse on Bolivar Point and the dol-

phins swimming and jumping alongside the boat.  Of 

course, there were hurricanes - but those were just part 

of living on the coast.  

    My Dad was a tremendous influence in my life and 

he loved the sea. He was in the Merchant Marines and 

he always had tales to tell.  Of course, around the 

house he would use terms like ―battening down the 

hatches‖ to prepare for a storm or ―all hands on 

deck.‖   When I was about nine years old, he took 

classes to become a Marine Engineer, and I joined my 

parents in New Orleans while he went to school.  Dur-

ing WWII, he served as Marine Engineer on Liberty 

ships.                                                                                                                       

    When I was 16 years old, I went to work as a 

switchboard operator after school in order to save 

money for college.  After graduating from Ball High 

School, I moved to Houston and found a summer job 

as a Billing Clerk with a chemical company.  The next 

fall, I started my college classes at Texas Women’s 

University in Denton, Texas.  While living in Hous-

ton, I met my future husband and then plans for col-

lege took a turn.                

   Although life’s journey has taken me on adventures 

I could never have anticipated, it has been good never-

theless!  I have been blessed with two sons and a 

daughter, four grandsons and two granddaughters, and 

two great-grandsons.  I’ve had the opportunity to live 

in five states (Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, and 

Arkansas), to work in various administrative jobs and 

have acquired many wonderful friends along the 

way.  Whenever it’s been possible, I’ve found a beach 

or a lake – just had to find some water to help renew 

my soul.      Also, throughout the many moves, I kept 

taking college classes.  My declared major was Public 

Administration.  I finally received a degree while liv-

ing in Georgia.  



 

 

 

Birthday good wishes to:  

 April Olsen ñApril 4th  

Jane Kendall on April 5th  

And Lois Wellander ñApril 25th  

Hope you all have a great day.  

 

 

                     The Rabbit and the Blonde 

  A man is driving along a highway and sees a rabbit jump 

out across the middle of the road.  He swerves to avoid hit-

ting it, but unfortunately the rabbit jumps right in front of the 

car.  The driver, a sensitive man as well as an animal lover, 

pulls over and gets out to see what has become of the rabbit.  

Much to his dismay, the rabbit is dead.  The driver feels so 

awful that he begins to cry.  A beautiful blonde woman driv-

ing down the highway sees a man crying on the side of the 

road and pulls over.  She steps out of the car and asks the 

man what’s wrong.  ―I feel terrible,‖ he explains, ― I acciden-

tally hit this rabbit and killed it.‖                                                                           

The blonde says,‖ Don’t worry.‖  She runs to her car and 

pulls out a spray can.  She walks over to the limp, dead rab-

bit, bends down, and sprays the contents onto the rabbit.  The 

rabbit jumps up, waves its paw to the two of them and hops 

off down the road.  Ten feet away the rabbit stops, turns 

around and waves again, he hops down the road another 10 

feet, turns and waves, hops another ten feet, turns and waves, 

and repeats this again and again and again, until he hops out 

of sight. 

   The man is astonished.  He runs over to the woman and 

demands, ―What is in that can?  What did you spray on that 

rabbit?‖ 

   The woman turns the can around so that the man can read 

the label.  It says…‖Hair Spray—restores life to dead hair, 

and adds permanent wave.‖ 

 

This Happy Easter story was taken from the D1 Jib Sheet 

The Powers That Be.  

Though St. Patrick is said to have driven the snakes 

out of Ireland his influence had little sway with Zeus 

(Jupiter), mythology’s god of the heavens or his 

brother Neptune, god of the sea.  Probably irritated 

at the notion that they are placed in the ancient cate-

gories of myths, together, they contrived to make 

memorable weather for the Mid-March, D31,  

Spring(?)Conference.  Snow, rain, sleet and hail 

with a lightening bolt or two thrown in, pelted the 

Tulsa-NWArkansas Areas.  Even though the ―gods’ 

were well pleased  with the havoc they were causing, 

the mariners of D31 used great discretion in  travel-

ing the highways and byways. 

  We congratulate P/V/C  Joe Mesenburg, SN, who 

traveled from Columbus, Ohio to deliver the chief’s 

message to 35 stalwart members.  He noted that D31 

has been fortunate in having P/D/C Bruce Albert-

son, SN to fill the position left vacant by the un-

timely passing of Cdr Lou Persons.  It was also 

noted that there are still bridge vacancies.  

Beaver Lake’s own P/C John Nelson, P, has signed 

on as Asst.DEdO. 

Cdr. Mesenburg told of the opening of the many and 

various educational opportunities to the general pub-

lic and the chance to recruit many boaters, both 

would-be and seasoned, to USPS.  

In the reports it was noted that there are some 13 

million registered boats in the United States and 

(possibly) 70 million boaters. Does this really mean 

that USPS only represents about 0.06% of the mar-

ket.  Though the source for these statistics was not 

noted it leaves one to wonder.  

The D/X/O (District Executive Officer) Larry Stout 

who attended the Annual meeting, reported that the 

new USPS Cyber Squadron had attracted 193 mem-

bers to USPS within the first six months but (alas) 

only about 41% had joined local squadrons. (These 

numbers might boost educational numbers but do 

very little for continuing USPS in the long run.)  

Actually the stated goal that National would like to 

achieve is 6000 new members for 2010.  Could 450 

squadrons possibly attain 13.3 new members while 

retaining all of their present members?   

One wonders.     


