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BEAVER LAKE COMMANDER  

CROSSES THE BAR 

By P/D/C Julian Rolandelli, AP 

   I am sorry to report the sad news that John Fairhead 

crossed the bar on August 9, 2009. John was a gradu-

ate of Arkansas State University.  He worked for a 

number of companies, the longest for 22 years with 

the Delta Truck Toolboxes Co, where he served as the 

National Sales Manager. On May 25, 2004 both John 

and Sally Bowen had completed home study of Boat 

Smart. They passed and applied for membership in the 

Beaver Lake Squadron at that time. 

   John was elected Squadron Secretary in 2005 after 

declining the Administrative Officer position, ―so as to 

gain more experience in USPS before accepting higher 

office.‖  He was a quick study. Elected Commander in 

2008 and agreeing to stay on in 2009, he has been one 

of the very finest since our charter began in 1987. 

   John attained the grade of Senior Navigator and also 

was the D31 Awards Chairman in 2008. Serving as 

Chairman of D31‘s Nominating Committee that year, I 

was having difficulty arriving at a slate for 2009. I ap-

proached John- who was not eligible in 2009- for pos-

sible nomination to the district bridge the following 

year. I suggested this would help greatly to achieve the 

2009 slate. Thank you, John- It did. Yes, he would 

stand for either Administrative or Education Officer- 

wherever the NEED was greatest, if nominated. That‘s 

the John Fairhead we all knew. 

   We will miss John‘s ceaseless effort to help better 

the Beaver Lake Squadron and his intention to do like-

wise for District 31. 

    For Sally, we wish God grant her all the strength 

and wisdom necessary in the days and years ahead. 

 

  P/Cs Lou and Max Wiviott Memorial   

Beaver Lake Clean Up. 

    According to a recent print article the lake area 

clean up was the brain child of Carl Garner, Resi-

dent Engineer for the Army Corps of Engineers at 

Greers Ferry Lake in 1969.  During the early years 

of the Beaver Lake Squadron teams of our members 

ventured along a two mile area of the new I540 

Highway.   As age and arthritis took their toll the 

squadron had to give up its large blue identity sign 

along the highway.  One thing that did not wane was 

the enthusiasm of Past Commanders Max (the ‗86 

NWADiv Cdr-88‖BLPS Cdr)  and Lou Wiviott (‘92 

BLPS Cdr).  They transferred their efforts from the 

highway to the waterway that we all enjoyed then as 

we do today. 

   Lou and Wiv have passed from our view but they 

left a legacy of volunteering and especially wanted 

to transfer that pride into Keeping Beaver Lake 

Beautiful.  An so, Jan Muetzel has been a champion 

of the Annual Beaver lake clean up offers a special 

memorial patch which is given to all who participate 

from our squadron.                                                            

Date:  Saturday, 26 September 2009  Check 

in at 0730-0800 at Prairie, Hickory, Rocky Branch 

or Lost Bridge (North) Parks.  Be sure to pick up 

your supplies and a Lunch Ticket for each volunteer.  

Go to your assigned area to pick up until 1130.  Re-

turn to Prairie Creek Park–Grand Shelter for lunch 

and festivities from 1200 to 1400. 

   Beaver Lake Members should wear their squadron 

shirts and their name pins.  A little advertising never 

hurts.  Bring your pontoon, gather a crew and have a 

fun day at the lake.   

   Anyone needing more information please call the 

Benton County Solid Waste District 479-795-0751 

and remember to sign up by calling Jan: 925-2292.  



Calendar of Events thru December 2009 
    Please do not discard….    
               Meetings and programs.  
By Lt/C Susan Unger, N, Administrative Officer  
E-mail: librarylady@windstreaml.net (note e-mail change) 

   

1 September:  Dinner meeting. (Changed from 8 Sept)  

at the New Hobbs Estate Visitors Center on Route 12 

East.  This is JUST past  (less than 500 feet) the turn off 

for War Eagle Mill.  Good signs.  Nice wide paved road 

into center.  Can‘t miss it. Your caller will be asking for 

reservations and a dish for the table.  Squadron supplies 

BBQ brisket on a bun, Soft drinks & Water.  Cost: $5 

 

9-12 Sept: USPS Governing Bd. Kansas City 

   See the ENSIGN for details 

 

25 September:  Last TGIF Evening will be on the      

Gravelles‘ Porch, 78 Rivercliff Rd,  925-2966  

Note: Gather at 1700(5:00) for evening snacks and to 

watch a beautiful sunset over Beaver Lake. BYOB and 

something for the table   

 

2 October Moonlight Cruise- 

 Moonlight Cruise has been moved  to  Friday, 

2 October—Make reservations with Susan Unger 

      Volunteer boats needed.  This year 

Reservations to cruise MUST be made by 22 

September to Susan Unger.  Passengers will be as-

signed to as many boats as are available so that everyone 

has a safe place to sit and enjoy this moonlight cruise. The 

number of boats will determine the number of accommoda-

tions. Please no substitutions.   Gather at 1730, board as-

signed boats at 1800, set sail at 1830.  Sail Club – 

Molder Hollow  Drive Directions to the Sail Club at 

*11184 Latham Landing Road: Hwy 62 N to  Right turn to 

Rt 127 (Garfield). Go over Rail Road Tracks and make a 

sharp Left. Go 5.5 miles to Right turn onto Slate Gap Road. 

Go 1.5 miles to Left turn onto Latham Landing Rd. Con-

tinue on Latham Landing Rd for 0.8 mile and turn left into 

BLSC grounds. (* address for those with Auto GPS) 

17 October Fest—At the Kreeger Ranch, 5021 Kree-

ger Rd, Rogers. Drive directions: At 102 & 94 N go 2.8 

miles N on 94 to round sharp S curve. GO SLOW! Look 

for left turn to W. Brushcreek Drive. Continue W on 

Brushcreek for 1 block.  Take Right fork.  Go 1 block, turn 

right onto Kreeger Drive. Continue on Kreeger, up hill and 

straight ahead for .3 mile to The Barn.  Park as directed on 

grass.  Bring a folding chair to sit a spell and visit.  Brats 

and Buns provided by squadron. Begin to gather at 1430.  

     3 November—BLSPS Change of 

Watch, at the Clarion of Fayetteville.   

Come and show your support for the new bridge. 

Meet the new District Commander.  The brief re-

ports will emphasize what we have accomplished 

during the past year and what the new BLSPS 

Bridge will expect of the coming months. 

Cost: $20 includes tax & tip 

Cash bar.   

After 5 dress or Uniform A with bow tie. 

 

Please note: all Bridge Members are asked to 

return their USPS Officer Flags to Elsie Before 

Nov1.  The sooner the better, please.  

 

 8 December—Christmas Party  

   Catering Concepts  

3200 SW Regency Parkway #8 

Bentonville 
   Be sure not to miss this holiday evening in one 

of NWArkansas new party facilities with great 

food and wonderful friends in pleasant surround-

ings. Mark your calendars now and make this a 

holiday season to be long remembered. 

  The choice of menu is extensive  

but must be preselected:   

There is a choice of  

Grilled Marinated Flank Steak 

Pork Loin Marsala with Mushrooms  or 

Chicken Florentine w/ Spinach & Bacon   

Accompanied with Orzo Primavera and  

Sautéed Julienne Vegetables 

Fresh Whole Wheat bread, Ice Tea 

 Fresh brewed Coffee 

And capping off  this gourmet meal 

Raspberry Chocolate Torte. 

 ( Ed. Note: The number of reservations will de-

termine the final individual cost but the magic 

# of 40 or more will keep this affair with in a 

reasonable cost.) 
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those of the writer and not official comment of USPS.                                                                    
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Win Valuable Prizes! 

Take and complete a USPS Course between July 1, 2009 

and June 30, 2010! 
United States Power Squadron members can take any one or more of the following courses be-

tween July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010 to be eligible for the following prizes: 
Seamanship: WIN A HANDHELD VHF RADIO (3)* 

Piloting: WIN A HANDHELD GPS (3) 

Advanced Piloting: WIN A SET OF NAVIGATIONAL SOFTWARE (3) 

JN: WIN A CHARTPLOTTER (1) 

Weather: WIN A BAROMETER (1) 

Marine Electrical Systems: WIN A MULTIMETER (3) 

Engine Maintenance: WIN A MULTIMETER (3) 

 

To enter the drawing, all you need to do is the following: 
1. Take and complete the qualifying course or courses between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010 

2. Successfully pass the examination before June 30, 2010 

3. You will be automatically entered in the drawing  

* Number of Prizes Available in each category. 
The winnerôs names will be drawn at the 2010 Governing Board held in Seattle from August 30th through 

September 4th, 2010. 
 

 mhhhhhhhhmhhhhhhhmhhhhhhmhhhhhhhhmhhhhhhmhhhhh 

On the Fast track in Education                               
by  P/C Byron Lake, AP                                                   

925-4036   E-mail: bhlake1@cox.net 

    It is a pleasure to announce that 7 members of the 

Squadron completed and passed the Engine Mainte-

nance Class under the outstanding instruction from    

P/C John Nelson. Those members include Harold Be-

mis, Tom Kippenbrock, April Olson, Rick Olson, 

Mark Hawkins, Mark Goldsmith and Nancy Gib-

son. These members are to be congratulated on their 

completion of the this difficult course.     

   As most of you are aware, John Nelson has been a 

instructor for marine engines maintenance and con-

sulted with major manufacturers of marine engine. We 

are extremely fortunate to have John as an instructor.  

He is also an accomplished sailor and has been since a 

child. He has completed teaching the basic sail class 

which began with 12 students, with 10 being new to 

the Squadron. Len Oswald is assisting John with the 

class. As conducted last year, the Squadron offered a 

one year membership plus the cost of the class to these 

new students. The new members are Bill Clough, 

Lisa Clough, Deanne Mayer, David Meyers, Susan 

Meyers, Jim Spellman, Alice Spellman, Ronald 

Wellander, Lois Wellander and their grandson, 

Aaron Hawes. Due to illness in the family, the Wel-

landers were not able to complete the class, but will 

complete their studies when the next Sail course is of-

fered.  Also included in the class were members Mike 

Buckingham and Judy Rice. The class has completed 

Sail 101 and are now taking Sail 102.     John and Len 

have gone out of their way to make time available for 

sailing on Beaver Lake. They have offered their time 

and equipment for sailing on Friday and Saturdays 

during the class periods. They deserve a hardy thanks 

for their efforts. 

Educational Plans for 2010 –just around the corner.   

Plans for the future is a Seamanship class and per-

haps a Weather class, depending on the number of 

members interested. Both of these courses are very 

interesting and informative. So lets come up with 

some interest from our members. 

Please call Byron ASAP.  BLSPS does not keep and in-

ventory of instruction manuals.  Six (6) weeks is needed 

to order materials.(ER) 



  
From the Executive Officer 

Lt/C Nancy Gibson, S 

Several members attended the Aug. 1 Summer Coun-

cil in Broken Arrow. Squadrons reported on their ac-

tivities.  The attendees gasped when they heard Beaver 

Lake  had 116 poster contest entries.  How did you do 

it, they asked? It was all due to April Olson and  Tim-

mie Owens efforts plus Jan Muetzel’s work.  Sum-

mer council is the place to be updated on district ac-

tivities and issues and glean ideas from other squad-

rons.  

 Our ten new members are immersed in the Sail Class 

led by John Nelson and Len Oswald. They enjoy the 

opportunity to go out on the sailboats once or twice a 

week to practice their skills.  We are very lucky to 

have instructors who donate their time to give actual 

on the water training.   

A Fall Weather class will be offered and hopefully 

our new members will sign up and experience another 

of our many great courses. 

The Steak-O-Rama at Betty and Bob Baureis 

home was well attended and much fun. Many com-

mented that their best steak was grilled to perfection 

by chefs Tom Unger and Bob McAllister. Many 

thanks to those who cooked up the delicious potluck 

offerings and to our gracious host and hostess.   

Our next get together will be a potluck at the 

new visitors center at Hobbes State Park.  A ranger 

will talk, after which we can explore the museum dis-

plays.  Take Hwy 12 East over the bridge.  Just after 

the War Eagle turnoff is the grand entrance to the   

Interpretative Center.  You can't miss it.  .  

The Corps of Engineers will hold their fall 

lakeshore clean up soon and the squadron pitches in to 

help.  More information to come.  

Sept 9-12 is the national meeting of the USPS Gov-

erning Board in Kansas City.  

I'll be attending to represent our squadron along with 

some other District 31 members.  This is where deci-

sions are made for the operation of the organization.     

Oct 23-24 is the District 31 change of command in 

Tulsa and this is the annual fall get together where 

new people come into office and a good place for 

new members to learn what the purposes of the or-

ganization are.                           

     Our own squadron Change of Watch will be 

Nov.3 at the Clarion Hotel in Fayetteville.  

 This ‗n That from the Editorôs Desk  

             From our Gal in Little Rock,                                       

P/C Lorene Patterson,AP   (Lorene keeps track of 

our far flung members in Little Rock, Pine Bluff, 

Mountain Home and Hot Springs who want to be kept 

in the ñknowò about what is going on in their Beaver 

Lake Squadron.)   ―I talked with Betty Jasen  and they 

(she and Frank) have moved.  The new address is 200 

Good Samaritan Drive, apt 602, Mt. Home, AR 

72653.   She and Frank don‘t get out very much.  

Frank totaled his car in July. (Ed. Note: Frank and 

Betty Jasen, among the founding members of Twin 

Lakes Squadron and long time friends of Beaver Lake 

have moved into an assisted living facility in Mountain 

Home. P/C Frank served as both AEO and EO for his 

squadron and the District with first mate Betty, a for-

mer school teach, acting as hostess extraordinaire. 

They became members of BLSPS when Twin Lakes 

gave up its charter.  Frank is a Life Member with 25 

merit marks and 30 years of service.)                                                                          

I apologize for my lack of communication……. We 

( P/D/C Jim and I ) were on our summer trip and had 

planned to go to Alaska, when in Sheridan, WY., 

while working on a Habitat House I had a mini-stroke.  

Of all things —Me who exercises and eats well—you 

just never know.  We made tracks quickly home and I 

am doing fine.  There are still tests and medicine, but I 

have been given the green light to teach as of the new 

term.‖ 

    Via e-mail Jan Kendall has let us know that she 

and Tom are both on a steady path to recover from 

foot and shoulder surgery and are planning to resume 

their activities later this year, which includes seeing 

their friends at squadron meetings.  

   Scuttlebutt has it that the SSS13 (Sea Scout Ship) is 

looking for a few good teens interested in learning the 

ropes and plying the waters of Beaver Lake.  Five or 

so of the original crew have gone on to higher educa-

tion and have left a few empty berths.  Spread the 

word.  Contact any of the Advisors –A. Easterly,    

MJ. Kippenbrock or the Colliers. 

  And last but certainly not least, Julian and I would 

like to thank all of our friends at National, District and 

in the Squadron for their kind expression of support 

upon learning of the fatal accident of our oldest son, 

Darryl.  The Fraternity of USPS has certainly been a 

great part of our lives and has extended from coast to 

coast.   


