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A word or two about the New Commander           
by Nancy Gibson, AP,  email: nancynrg@cox.net 

   I was born Nov. 15 (many moons ago) and grew 

up on Orchard Lake, Michigan which is west of 

Detroit near Pontiac.  My dog and I liked to jump 

in the boat and explore Apple Island which was 

the 40 acre island where Chief Pontiac held his 

yearly tribal meetings. 

    At Albion College (MI) I majored in History, 

minored in Biology and Art and got an Elementary 

Teaching Degree.  After teaching wall-to-wall 6th 

graders my first year, I decided I needed a break 

and my girl friend and I got in her convertible and 

headed for San Francisco and adventure, stopping 

in Denver to buy our cowboy hats, which were    

worn all the way.  My parents stood in the road, 

happily waving good-bye, thinking we’d be back 

in a few months.  They were wrong.                           

     I married a Naval Lieutenant in 1966.  In 1968 

his ship was due in port in Hong Kong and the 

thought struck me, ―What am I doing here?‖.  So I 

flew  over seas with two other wives, first being 

sure to send him a telegram.  I didn’t realize that I 

almost compromised the port call since this was 

supposed to be secret stuff.  We had a daughter in 

1970 and a son in 1971.   We moved to the Philip-

pines in 1975.  This was an experience of a life 

time.  Most importantly we adopted a 9 month old 

Phil-Am boy.  I tried to get things moving and I 

know the social workers were waiting for bribes 

but I didn’t know how to bribe, so I hired a lawyer.  

I paid him $450 and everything went just fine.  Of 

course his office burned down just before the court 

hearing but I’d kept copies of everything so we 

had no problems.   I was welfare chairman for the 

wives club and visited every charity or school that 

asked for money.  I really learned about the reality 

of the country in a way most people couldn’t.  The 

other good things were trips to Thailand, Macao,  

Hong Kong, (illegal for military to travel there so we 

went),  South Korea, and Taiwan. After overseas duty, 

personnel are usually sent to Washington, D.C.  We 

lived in Fairfax County for 16 years except for spending 

three years in the Boston area.  We moved to Arkansas 

in 1996 because I wanted to be near one of the children.  

My married daughter and her husband planned to live 

here forever so we moved here  really knowing little 

about the area except it had a lot of trees and a lake.  Af-

ter a year we decided to go our separate ways.  

     I learned about the Power Squadron by looking at the 

club information in the Morning News.  It sounded in-

teresting so I attended a meeting.  I was asked to join, 

was made a caller on the spot, and have really enjoyed 

the organization.    Before my retirement I taught for 

eight years, worked for H & R Block 10 years doing 

taxes, became a state certified alcohol and drug abuse 

counselor and worked for the Salvation Army in their 

work therapy program.  They had a 125 bed residence 

and a three month rehab program.  I loved the job be-

cause some men really were helped.  We served people 

off the street.  We were the place of last resort.                           

    My hobbies include painting in watercolor, making 

greeting cards, bird watching, astronomy, archaeology, 

marine biology, travel, the out-of doors, and taking 

classes.  Currently I’m studying pottery and learning to 

make a plate and carve in designs in various ways.         

Elsie said I had to fill the whole first page and I think 

I’ve done that. 

(Ed Note:  Nancy joined the Beaver Lake Sail and 

Power Squadron in 1999 . She has taken the core 

courses of Seamanship, Piloting, and Advanced Piloting 

and the elective courses of  Weather, Cruise Planning , 

and Operations Training.  She has earned nine merit 

marks and is a Senior Member.) 

  



               Meetings and programs.  
By Lt/C Susan Unger, N, Administrative Officer  
E-mail: librarylady@windstream.net (note e-mail change) 

   

21 NovemberðChili Cook Off—Plan B 
Since the river is rising and Lost Dog Beach is underwater 

The Chili Cook Off will be held at the Beaver Lake Sail 

Club meeting facility at Molder Hollow.  Start to 

gather at 1500. Judging will take place at 4 P.M.  And con-

sumption of the product will commence shortly after all 

awards have been made.  Find  your best chili recipe, cook 

it up, pot it up and bring it.  Accommodations are available 

to reheat food.  Your caller will ask the non-cooks to bring 

the trimmings, dessert, chips/something to share for the 

table for this great fun event.  Drive Directions: Hwy 62 N 

to  Right turn to Rt 127 (Garfield). Go over Rail Road 

tracks and make a sharp Left.  Go 5.5 miles to Right turn 

onto Slate Gap  Road.   Go 1.5 miles to Left turn onto 

Latham Landing Rd.                                                                   

Continue on Latham Landing Rd for 0.8 mile and turn left 

into BLSC grounds 

8 DecemberðChristmas Party  

   Catering Concepts  

3200 SW Regency Parkway #8 

Bentonville 
   Be sure not to miss this holiday evening in one of 

NWArkansas new party facilities with great food and won-

derful friends in pleasant surroundings. Mark your calen-

dars now and make this a holiday season to be long re-

membered.   Holiday entertainment. 

    The menu will consist of: 

      Grilled Marinated Flank Steak 

   Pork Loin Marsala with Mushrooms 

    Chicken Florentine with Spinach and Bacon 

 Orzo Primavera and  Sautéed Julienne Vegetables 

Fresh Baked Whole Wheat Bread 

   Ice Tea and or Coffee with Condiments 

Raspberry Chocolate Torte. 

Price:$20  per person inc tax and tip. 

BYOB                                                   Holiday dress. 

    This year, as in the past, we are supporting the NWA 

Childrenôs Shelter .  At the suggestion of the shelter staff  

monetary donations instead of packages gifts would be 

greatly appreciated so that the shelter may purchase the 

most needed items.  Please include your name and address 

with cash contributions so that the Shelter may send their 

thanks to individual donors. Checks are already imprinted. 

  5 January 2010ðSoup and Salad Night          
The Jan. meeting will be at the First United Methodist 

Church of Rogers. 3rd and Elm streets. . 

Reminders from the XO                    
Lt/C Nancy Gibson, AP 

   On Tuesday 3 Nov, we will be at the Clarion 

Inn, Fayetteville, for our squadron Change of 

Watch.  Please turn out to welcome the new 

bridge and thank the old bridge for their 18 month 

effort.  Remember, it is important that each Bea-

ver Lake Member pitch in and devote some time 

to helping with the work of the organization.  It’s 

a lot of  fun and you’ll be helping out to plan all 

the fun things you enjoy. 

   THE ENSIGN magazine is now quarterly and 

online.  You will still receive a hard copy but 

online you now have searchable articles with hot 

links to connect you with staff and venders. 

(www.ensign@hq.usps.org) 

   The District 31 quarterly newsletter, THE 

DAYMARK, is now electronically sent due to 

cost.  ( Ed Note: Please make sure District has 

your correct e-mail address by contacting the web 

master, P/D/C Bill Miller at: wmmiller@aol.com  

It is assumed that those without an electronic 

connection can request a hard copy by contacting 

the editor: Denise Winn, 26431 South 615 Loop, 

Grove, OK 74344)  

     The D31 fall conference and Change of Watch 

in Tulsa offered an informative morning session 

followed by a make your own sandwich lunch 

and a fun trip to the Gilcrease Museum.  Docents 

were awaiting us for a guided tour.  I took off on 

my own as I know what I wanted to see (No, it 

was not the gift shop although that was large and 

very nice).  I found the Mexican and American 

Indian displays of basketry, pottery and artifacts.  

There was also a section relating to the Inuits of 

the far North.  Take the elevator to the lowest 

level and the research area when you visit. Follow 

the directions,  use the computers and you’ll learn 

lots.   The view from the observation area was 

painted in all the fall colors.  The Museum owns 

590 acres of unspoiled land. 
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Educational Department                                                                         

P/C Byron Lake                              

E-mail; bhlake1@cox.net 

                               Weather 2008 Course Description 

The 2008 weather course will begin in January, 2010. Please let me know if you would want to enroll in this 

course. Course instructor is P/C Mike Musholt, JN, a Graduate of the Air Force Academy and former U2 re-

connaissance pilot.  

The safety and comfort of those who venture out-on-the water have always been weather dependent. In this 

course students will become keener observers of the weather, but weather observations only have meaning in 

the context of the basic principles of meteorology — the science of the atmosphere. 

The course focuses on how weather systems form, behave, move, and interact with one another and reflects the 

availability of all sorts of weather reports and forecasts on the Internet. Wx2008 is a general weather course 

benefiting those sitting in their living rooms, as much as those standing behind the helm. Each student re-

ceives: 

a Weather Manual - USPS Weather - an explanatory text with full color photographs and drawings covering 

weather in the United States and its coastal and inland waters; 

a set of three Daily Weather Maps - learning aids with a compete explanation of map symbols designed to 

develop weather map reading and analysis skills; and 

NOAAôs Sky Watcher Chart - a reference to assist in identifying cloud types – helpful indicators of ap-

proaching weather. 

Cost of Course text book, NOAAôs Sky  Watcher Chart: $50.    

Prince Henry returns to Beaver Lake     
The D31 Fall Conference is also known as the 

Education Conference.  ñKudosò have to go to 

all those who took courses during the past 

year from September to August.  Beaver Lake 

added two more members who have earned their  

Senior Navigator (SN) grade thus garnering the 

Prince Henry the Navigator trophy for Beaver 

Lake. An SN has successfully completed all the 

major and elective courses offered by USPS.  

Thanks to the many ―sailors‖ who took Sailing 

101 and the companion 102 to complete this 

course and to those who studied Weather and 

Piloting.  All USPS courses interface with each 

other. Beaver Lake made a clean sweep of the 

Educational trophies bringing back the Teaching 

Aid trophy thanks to D/E/O Tom Unger’s inge-

nuity and the Educational trophy thanks to our 

Educational Officer P/C Byron Lake and the 

dedicated members who teach the courses.     

Hats off to a wonderful Crew! 

  D31 Offers SailA ngle workshop.  The new 

USPS Communication tool, will be presented to D31 by 

no less than the founder and President Randy White, a na-

tive of Norman, Oklahoma. He was raised in Tulsa and is 

very proud of his Cherokee heritage. He is making a spe-

cial trip back ―home‖ to encourage all members of USPS 

to sign up for the new electronic communication program 

that USPS hope will add to our nautical knowledge. The 

meeting will be held at the Nathan Hale Library, 6038 

East 23rd Street, Tulsa, from 10a.m to Noon on Satur-

day, November 14th.  All are invited ( family, friends 

and non-members )  to this training seminar.  Bring your 

lap tops if you have one.  Please notify P/C Richard 

Stanishð918-252-7342 or  e-mail: rjstanish@aol.com 
that you are coming and how many in your party.  The 

library will have tables and chairs set up according to ad-

vanced numbers.  This is a great opportunity to learn 

about this new system which USPS has adopted for better 

communications among all departments and committees 

as well as the general membership.  Hopefully it will also 

entice new boaters to learn what USPS has to offer. 



 

JIM and ALICE SPELLMAN live in Fayette-

ville with Casey, their six-year-old Golden Retriever. 

   Alice sometimes goes by her middle name ―Lynne‖.  

She bought her first fun boat (cat rigged) when but a 

small girl in Kansas City.  The Spellman's took up laser 

sailing in the 1980s and sail out of Rocky Branch.  They 

are now looking for a somewhat bigger sail boat.   

   In the last few years, they have been building a house 

on Beaver Lake not too far from Lost Bridge Village 

where they hang out as often as possible. 

   Besides sailing, Jim is also a woodworker.  Alice 

serves on the faculty at the University of Arkansas and 

wants to supplement her boat skills by taking up rowing. 

   The Spellmans say they enjoy their membership with 

our squadron and look forward to seeing everyone soon. 

New D31 Bridge takes oath 

From Left:  P/D/C Bruce Albertson, Oklahoma City, Assistant Educational Officer; Immediate P/D/C Marilyn 

Rose, Tulsa; D/Lt/C Susan Unger, Beaver Lake; Treasurer; D/Lt/C Denise Winn, Grand Lake; Administrative 

Officer; D/Lt/C Larry Stout, Grand Lake, Executive Officer; P/D/C Tom Unger, Beaver Lake, Educational Of-

ficer; newly installed  D31 Commander Lou Persons, Oklahoma City, looks on.  

BEAVER LAKE SQUADRON                       

WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS                                    
by MembComCh, P/D/C Julian Rolandelli 

AARON HAWES took our Sail Course this 

year and then became a member of our squadron. 

He began his first year at NW Arkansas Commu-

nity College after graduating from Shiloh Christian 

H.S. this past June. Aaron played varsity football in 

high school on the defensive line. Football also 

groomed his eating habits so that to this day they 

are still based on healthy foods. The game he re-

members the most was Shiloh Vs Greenwood in 

2006.  Shiloh won in the very last seconds by one 

point! Besides football, all outdoor sports are favor-

ite hobbies.  

   Living with his grand parents, the Wellanders, 

Aaron has often been aboard the family ’20 West 

Wight Potter sailboat. Besides instructing him on 

all the fine points of sailing, his grandfather also 

urged him to take our Sail Course. When Aaron 

agreed, Ron and Alice Wellander decided they 

could also brush up on sailing technique and joined 

him in our August class.  

   Aaron has thoughts on starting a landscaping 

business after college but he looks forward to con-

tinue his boating. He dreams of owning a power 

boat but intends to continue sailing with Gramps as 

much as he can.  

   November Birthday Greetings                     

to Larry Shade on the 3rd,  Nancy Gibson and Tom 

Unger-Nov. 15th, Delight Reeves on the 24th, Grayson 

Goldsmith on the 25th, and Bill Forster anytime in No-

vember as no date was available. 

( It has been suggested by members of the Exec Com 

that the birthday column be revived. Any omissions or 

inaccuracies can only be blamed on the USPS electronic 

data base.  Please notify Tom Unger for corrections) 


