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                       Sail and Power Boating 

Extra! Extra! Extra!  Beaver Lake Sail and 
Power Squadron has two more members who 
have passed all the required USPS courses to 

be recognized as  Senior Navigators  

Congratulations,                                             
Commander John Fairhead, SN                 

and                                                                  
Past Commander Robert Baureis, SN 

 

Commanders Message                

June 2009 

By Cdr John Fairhead, SN 

(E-mail:  arkansawyer101@aol.com)  925-1178 

Welcome new members,                                  

Stephen Buckingham and Judy Rice. 

   Hello again, will we ever get a chance to get to-

gether on the lake; seems we cannot catch a break 

from either/or high water and bad weather; I would 

not be surprised if we were wearing our foul weather 

gear in the July 4th boat parade.  Our complimentary 

Vessel Safety Check offer to begin Boating Safety 

Week was severely impacted by the high water, rain 

and cold.  Where we usually do   somewhere around 

20-25 VSC’s the crew only had the opportunity to 

check five (5) vessels – all fishing boats, no pleasure 

craft arrived at the landing that day. 

   We will persevere, the weather will change, and we 

will all be able to get out on the lake and enjoy the 

beauty of NWA.  Also, in June, we have been invited 

to perform VSC’s at Rocky Branch Mariana.  A date 

will be set and all examiners notified.  If you would 

like to become an examiner, contact Len Oswald or 

myself and join us at Rocky Branch to fulfill your on 

the job training, you will have time to take the CG ex-

aminer test before we perform the VSC’s. 

   The first Spring TGIF was scheduled on Friday May 

29th at Elsie and Julian Rolandellis’.  At that TGIF we 

introduced something different.  We asked the group 

of twenty-four to put their thinking caps on and  

choose a topic for a Teaching Aid-a simple, visual 

way of presenting a teaching point. Of course, Sail 

was the most popular course but several other ideas 

were floated. All ideas are welcome. At future TGIF’s 

the groups will discuss and move forward with the 

Teaching Aides so they can be completed by the end 

of July/early August.  Topics and suggestions of how 

to do the teaching aid will be provided. 

   Watch for a notice of a change in location for the 

July and August TGIF because of the high water.  A 

really ―cool‖ outing is scheduled for June at Lake Fort 

Smith, more information in another part of the Bear-

ings; make note of it and plan to attend. This will be 

fun. 

   Interested in learning about how Beaver Lake Sail & 

Power Squadron fits into the hierarchy of USPS and 

District 31? Join us for the Summer Council meeting 

in Tulsa this August.  Call me for more information. 

   I was informed in early May by our Education Offi-

cer that P/C Bob Baureis had successfully completed 

the requirements for Navigation and has earned the 

grade of SN – congratulations Bob!  I was informed 

about a week later that my own sight folder was ac-

cepted and therefore I can join Bob with the grade of 

SN.   

   We need to encourage our fellow Navigation stu-

dents to complete their sight folders and then we may 

have a couple more SN’s in the Squadron.   Our in-

structor District Education Officer Tom Unger, SN, 

deserves a special tribute for his professionalism, help 

and leadership for leading this course.                             

        June 2009 

mailto:arkansawyer101@aol.com


1999 Bridge Calendar of Events thru November 2009 
    Please do not discardé.    
               Meetings and programs.  
By Lt/C Susan Unger, N, Administrative Officer  
E-mail: librarylady@windstreaml.net (note e-mail change) 

    19 JuneðTGIFï NOTE Change of  Location to: 

  Len and Geri Oswalds Dock/Home at 6 Sager 

Drive. Ph: 925-1193  Route 12 to almost one mile East 

of Bridge. Turn Left onto Rivercliff Road.  Continue along 

Rivercliff , just past Puckett Rd. look for the sign on the 

LEFT directing cars down a dirt road to the dock area.  

Start at 1630 (4:30) or whenever you arrive.  BYOB, a 

folding chair or two and something for the table.  Letôs ex-

pand on the TAs for the Fall Conference. 

 

4 July, Saturday meet at Point 10 at 1100 with your deco-

rated boat for the 4th of July boat Parade.  Sailboats to 

lead off behind the Charlton boat.   Picnic after at Kippen-

brocks dock.  Brown bag your lunch and bring something 

for the table to share. 

 

11 July  Paddle at Lake Fort Smith. Exit 34 off 540 

to Old hwy 71. then 3 miles north to park entrance.  

Meet at the Pavilion at 0930 and attend the Paddle Smart 

Seminar from 1000 to Noon. Lunch provided then an after-

noon of Paddling on the lake. Bring your own boat or rent 

from the marina.  Cost for members is $10 each plus rental 

 fee of $15 for each, single/double kayak or canoe. 

Non-members will be welcome on a space available basis 

at an additional charge. Make your reservation by calling.  

Call Susan @ 479-643-2282 and let her know how many 

to expect.  Deadline 4 July.    Limit 25 people. 

  

24 July TGIF at John and Barbara Conrads,  

  46 Acapulco Rd  Ph: 925-2768  look for the  Beaver 

Lake Squadron banner.  Call the Conrads for instructions 

to their dock which is accessible only by boat (hitch a ride 

with a fellow member if needed) 

        

     NO August Issue of the Bearings. 

 

1 August D31 Summer Council, Forest Ridge 

Country Club in Broken Arrow, OK.   Meeting be-

gins promptly at 1000 to 1500 ( 10 AM to 3 PM) .  Dept 

reports, Plans for Change of Watch.  This is a good way to 

learn how USPS Functions and in A/C comfort too. 

15 August: Steak-O-Rama at the home of 

Bob and Betty Baureis. 1775 Bluffview 

Dr, Springdale  479-750-2289 

 Directions: 71B & Hwy 412 (Springdale),  East 

on 412 to Sonora (5.6m).  Right on to CR 93 for 

0.7 mi,  Left on CR 399 for 0.5.  Turn right on 

CR1037 and cont on CR2502 past Village and 

Broadview.  17775 Bluffview Dr is 3rd house on 

right – Brown brick.  Start to gather at 1630 and 

eat perfect char broiled-steaks at 1800.  Your call-

ers will let you know what to bring beside your 

own imbibing refreshment and a dish for the table. 

8 August: Moonlight Cruise. 

 Volunteer boats needed .  This 

year Reservations to cruise MUST be 

made by 1 August to Susan Unger.  Pas-

sengers will be assigned to as many boats as are 

available so that everyone has a safe place to sit 

and enjoy this moonlight cruise. The number of 

boats will determine the number of accommoda-

tions. Please no substitutions.     

 
28 August  TGIF at the home/dock of Kas 

and Anna Lee Taylor  Ph: 925-4140 directions: 
Kas & Anna Lee Taylor’s dock  may  or may not 

be accessible but they have invited us to join them 

on their deck. Bring your own drinks and some-

thing to share. Driving directions: Take Highway 

12 East out of Rogers. Turn left on to AR 303 (the 

turn off to Rocky Branch Park). Turn left on to 

Larue Rd (at the NEBCO fire station). Continue on 

Larue until the pavement ends and turn right at the 

―Y‖. Right onto Bittersweet Dr then right at the 

second mailbox. Their telephone number is 925-

4104 in case you need more help getting there.  
 

8 September:  Dinner meeting. Your caller will be 

asking for reservations. 

9-12 Sept: USPS Governing Bd. Kansas City 

   See the ENSIGN for details 

25 September:  Last TGIF Evening will be on the 

Gravelles’ Porch, 78 Rivercliff Rd,  925-2966  

Note: Gather at 1700(5:00) for evening snacks and 

to watch a beautiful sunset over Beaver lake. 

BYOB and something for the table. 

6 Oct: Dinner meeting-TBA 

23 & 24 October D31 Change of Watch– Tulsa 

3 NovemberðBLSPS Change of Watch 

             Mark your Calendars  



 This and That:   

Eat your heart out P/C Reed Near*, it just 

doesn’t get any better than this—year’s brunch.           

In fact it gets better every year and if you missed 

the Past Commanders Brunch on the 9th of May—

tooooo bad.  Beside the P/Cs Mary Lou and John 

Charltons and Tom Unger mixing up those light as 

a feather pan cakes  P/C Byron Lake offered a fruit 

compote to die for. Then there was piping hot sau-

sage patties from P/C Larry Shade ( the crock pot 

was probably Linda’s idea) and P/C Bob Baureis 

cooked up moist and tender scrambled eggs on the 

spot while he had 1st mate Betty slicing the thin 

and succulent pieces of honey ham. MMMMMM 

good! P/C Bill Engman donned his apron and con-

tinually saw that everyone had their vitamin C or-

ange juice.    P/C Gene Gravelle saw to the condi-

ments of real butter and lots of syrup and the P/Cs 

Rolandellis finally got the coffee pots perking with 

all the right stuff to top off the hot java.   Our sin-

cere thanks again to P/C Bob Baureis for organiz-

ing the annual event.  His second time around 

showed that experience really counts.  ―Thanks. 

Bob.‖   Due to circumstances beyond anyone’s 

control the P/Cs Musholt, Nelson, Kreeger, and 

Brinton had previous commitments and were un-

able to enjoy the fine fare.  P/Lt/ C Dean Muet-

zel’s invocation brought to mind  Lou and Max 

Wiviott, Gerry Highburger, Al Chalupnik, Pat Sul-

livan, and Monty Steele, all Past Commanders 

who have crossed the bar.  They would have 

greatly enjoyed the day.  ( * For those who don’t 

remember, Reed Near, a self– styled gourmand,  

always proclaimed that events with the Beaver 

Lake Squadron  just couldn’t be topped, any time, 

any place, anywhere.   Reed now lives in the land 

of low water and hot sand- Las Vegas)  

    

 

  Correction: In the May Issue it was stated that Ray Bitt-

ner’s boat was an 18’Cal. It really is a bit bigger 28’ Cal. 

An Unfortunate Sign of the Times:                   
C. Delight Reeves writes:  ―My husband has lost his job 

(long, long story) & we need to sell ―ebayboat‖.  Once it’s 

gone, we will not be renewing our membership at Boat 

US or USPS.  We already have our house up for sale—

that could take a couple of years—& now we’ll hang a 

For Sale sign on the 1989 27’ Island Packet.  We’ll take 

$37,500 for it although we have about $50,000 in it, but it 

has to go.  Perhaps you can spread the word around 

among the sailors in you Squadron.                          

Thanks in advance,  Delight.‖  (Island Packet is a sail boat) 

Old Friends:  Roy and Gloria Duncum former long 

time members of BLSPS send their best to everyone .  

They are both in improving health and have that well 

remembered twinkle in their eyes and a warm smile for  

all.                                                                                    
Jan and Dean Muetzel have been busy advertising 
the advantages of membership in USPS.  Watch 
for their article in the Decatur News.  

   Mike Mangione, BLSPS member and Commodore of 

the Sail Club has invited all to the Founders Regatta 

and an evening of fun and good food on 13 June at 

Molder Hollow.  See your e-mail for details and do 

RSVP if you plan on wishing the club Happy 30th An-

niversary. 

.       

 Cut along this line:

…………………………………………… 

                                            

The Beaver Lake Bearings is the Official publication of the 

Beaver Lake Sail & Power Squadron.  Information is freely 

provided and edited for space and correction of content.  

Articles without By-lines may be attributed to the editor.  

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and not official 

comment of USPS.                                                             

Editor: P/C Elsie Rolandelli, AP, d31prolc@cox.net                           

26 Bracebridge Rd, Rogers, AR 72756          479-925-2855 



  
Education Dept:                                     
P/C Byron Lake, JN (925-4036)                           

E-mail: bhlake1@cox.net 

   The Sail Course has been set for 18 June.  Class 

room instruction will be held at the Rogers Municipal 

Airport Class room and the size class will be limited to 

no more than 20 students.  The cost for new members 

will be $120 for a single person and $150 for a family 

of two using the same material. ( This includes a one 

year membership in USPS)    Extra manuals will cost 

$30.                                                                                               

Dock side instruction will be determine by the size of 

the group and number of craft available.                          

The Instructors for this course will be P/C John Nelson 

and DEO Tom Unger. 

Length of course will be determined by  the proficiency 

of the students but in the range of six to eight sessions. 

The final written exam is at the end of the course and 

will be submitted to the National Educational Officer 

for grading and critique.  

To reserve your place call Byron Lake before June 10 

so that manuals and boats can be ready for this fun and 

informative course.                        

Below is an insert showing the combined dues 
including the one time registration fee for 
NEW  Members.  Just clip it out and put it in 
your wallet. The next time a prospective 
member asks about dues youõll have all the 

right answers . 

Cut along this line……………………………………….. 

o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o            

A word about Teaching Aids. 

     A picture is still worth a thousand words 

but a teaching aid really brings the point 

home.  At one time there were inland USPS 

members who had never seen a light house, 

did not understand tides and currents, or 

the difference between Advection and Valley 

Fog and itõs effects on boating, let alone the 

set and drift of a boat referred to in seaman-

ship or piloting.  There was always a pretty 

simple way to show and demonstrate a com-

plicated reference in any of the USPS 

Courses.  Beaver Lakers have had their share 

of accolades when it came to producing the 

show and tells of our various courses.  As in 

computing, there are at least a dozen ways 

of getting a point across and going from 

Point A to B and on to where ever.  A teach-

ing aid could be as simple as making the 

Code flag O (Oscar) out of construction pa-

per and showing the conspicuous places this 

should be flown when a man overboard oc-

currence takes place.  Got an idea on how to 

show tide changes, or where and how rip 

tides occur.  Our new SNs could probably 

come up with sun, moon and star fixes or 

how to go about getting such.  Is there a 

simple way to demonstrate how weather 

moves in and out of an area or how to dem-

onstrate the ò Red sky at night, Sailorõs de-

light or Red sky in the morning, sailors 

take warningó sayings?                        

Whether you are taking a class, just think-

ing about it, or have completed one of the 

USPS Courses and you have an idea to 

clear up a particular situation, letõs hear 

about it-or better yet-work on a TA for your 

squadron and the district   competition. 

BLSPS 2009 NEW Member Dues   

Single:  $86.20                                  

Family:  $116.80(two  or more same household) 

Amount includes: National, District & Squadron dues 

plus a $25 one time registration fee 

Obtain Name:______________________ 

and Phone Number___________________ 

of prospective member  

Then Notify the Membership Chairman. 


